
ProQuest Historical Newspapers lets you see historical newspapers as they appeared decades—even
centuries—ago. You can browse them page by page for pleasure, or perform serious research. Here are the
basics to help you get started.

Search. Enter a specific term (e.g., Earhart, or Amelia Earhart) or an exact phrase (e.g., “flight across the
pacific”) in the search box. You also can use operators (AND, OR, and NOT) to combine terms (e.g., Earhart AND
“flight across the pacific”) to narrow your search even further. Click the “Search Tips” link for additional
guidance.

Under the Search box, you can designate a specific date or date range, or search by database (a specific
newspaper title, such as the Washington Post). If you click on “More Search Options,” you also can narrow your
search by document type, author, and more.

When ready, click “Search.”
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Sort. When your search results appear on screen, you can sort them by oldest, most recent, or most relevant.
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View. There are three ways to view each result: as an abstract, as a page map (the entire page on which an
article or other item appears), or as an article image. An “article image” may be a single news story, a photo, a
comic, or whatever type of “article” you specified earlier, if you specified one.

The abstract view provides a summary of the article as well as indexing information. It also provides links to the
article image, page map, and page image, which are discussed on following pages. The abstract screen also
includes options for finding more documents like this.
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The page map view lets you see the entire newspaper page on which your chosen article appears. Also, as you
move your cursor over the page, you will note that story headlines are highlighted. If you would like to read one
of these articles, click on the highlighted title and the article image will appear. To see the full page again, click
on “page map.”  
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The article image view lets you focus on a single article rather than on an entire page. The toolbar allows you to
zoom in or out of the article for easy reading.

From both the article image view and the page map view, you can choose a page image view.
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The page image view enables you to browse the entire newspaper page by page, zoom in and out of the page to
enhance readability, create and save a PDF, and print. 

SEARCHING PROQUEST HISTORICAL NEWSPAPERS™: A GUIDED TOUR

6



Organize Research. As you find items you want to reference as part of your research, “mark” them by
clicking on the check box to the left of the document(s). These items will be added to your “My Research” folder.

When ready, click on the “My Research” tab. 
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Your selections have been collected for you. From here, you can create a bibliography, email the chosen documents
(a great way to collaborate on projects!), export citations to bibliographic software, and create a Web page.

You can also print articles from this page. To do so, click on the “Article Image - PDF” link to view the article, and
then click the Print button in the upper left corner of the article PDF.  If you are printing articles in the library, be
sure to check with your librarian about the printing policies.
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Now you’ve seen the basics for successfully searching ProQuest Historical Newspapers and organizing your
finds. For even more help exploring this resource, take advantage of free training at www.proquest.com (click on
the “Support & Training” tab).

BUT, WHAT ABOUT WHEN YOU NEED TO RESEARCH AFTER HOURS? IN ADDITION TO
USING PROQUEST HISTORICAL NEWSPAPERS AT THE LIBRARY, YOU ALSO MAY BE ABLE
TO USE THIS RESOURCE FROM HOME. ASK YOUR LIBRARIAN ABOUT REMOTE ACCESS!
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